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Musashi's Journey: A Warrior's Tour with Shrine Visit
@ Tour Overview

Located 3 kilometers north of Ginkakuji Temple, in a quiet residential area, Hachioji Shrine is
a sacred site connected to the legendary swordsman, Miyamoto Musashi. This tour offers an
immersive experience into the world of Musashi, allowing participants to practice the
Japanese sword, walk in his footsteps, and take part in a formal shrine visit, all while
learning about Musashi’s philosophy and the rich traditions of Japanese culture. Whether
you’re a martial arts enthusiast or simply someone seeking to connect with
Japan’s rich history and traditions, this journey will provide an unforgettable
experience.

€4 Miyamoto Musashi and Hachioji Shrine

Miyamoto Musashi (1584—1645) is one of Japan's most famous
swordsmen, renowned for his unique two-sword style. Throughout his life,
he engaged in numerous duels, developing a deep philosophy of martial
arts. One of the most famous moments in his life took place near Hachioji
Shrine, where he faced off against the Yoshioka clan at the
Ichijoji-sagarimatsu Pine. Just before the duel, Musashi visited the shrine,
but feeling weak in relying on divine intervention, he chose not to pray.




Instead, he later wrote in his renowned book The Book of Five Rings, ‘| revere the gods and
Buddha, but | do not rely on them,” a sentiment that reflects his belief in self-reliance over
spiritual dependence. This phrase is also engraved on the stone monument near Musashi's
statue at Hachiman Shrine, emphasizing his philosophy of independence and inner strength.

@ Tour Details

The tour begins with a sword lesson at a martial arts hall near
the shrine. Even beginners can enjoy learning the basics of
sword manners under the guidance of an experienced
instructor. Afterward, you will walk through Ichijoji-sagarimatsu
Pine, following the same path that Musashi once took, and
head toward Hachioji Shrine.

At the shrine, you will participate in a formal shrine visit, which
includes a prayer by the head priest and a performance of
kagura, a sacred Shinto dance by shrine maidens. This
ceremonial experience offers a unique opportunity to connect
with Japan’s spiritual traditions, as you witness the purification
and sacred rites that have been passed down for centuries.

The tour involves approximately 15 minutes of walking, including a steep incline, so it is
recommended for those with good physical condition. Participants will also have the chance
to wear a traditional kimono during the sword training, which adds to the immersive
experience of stepping back into Japan’s warrior past.




@ Tour Highlights

Sword Training: Experience the basics of swordsmanship in a traditional martial arts
hall. You'll learn key movements and techniques that were practiced by samurai, as
well as the mental discipline that goes hand-in-hand with martial arts.

Historical Pilgrimage: Walk in the footsteps of Miyamoto Musashi, passing by the
Ichijoji-sagarimatsu Pine and visiting the shrine where he once visited. This part of
the tour allows you to connect with history in a deeply personal way, understanding
Musashi's life and philosophy.

Formal Shrine Visit: Take part in an authentic shrine visit, which includes a prayer by
the head priest and a performance of kagura dance. This experience offers a rare
glimpse into Shinto practices and the spiritual traditions of Japan.

@ Important Information

Tour Fee: JPY 45,000 per person

Duration: Approximately 2 hours

Eligibility: Those in good physical condition (the tour involves walking up a steep
incline)

Walking Distance: About 15 minutes (with a steep incline)

This tour is ideal for anyone interested in Japanese history, the philosophy of the samurai, or
those looking for a deeper cultural experience. It offers a unique opportunity to immerse
yourself in the world of Miyamoto Musashi and explore the cultural and spiritual legacy that
still resonates in Japan today.

& Schedule

10:00 — Meet your sword instructor at the meeting point.

10:00-11:00 — Wear a kimono and practice sword fighting.
(Experience Photo)

11:00-11:15 — Walk to Hachidai Shrine, passing by Ichijoji-sagarimatsu Pine.

11:15-11:45 — Experience the formal shrine visit (prayer by the head priest and
kagura dance).

11:45-12:00 — Remove your kimono.

12:00 — Tour concludes at the shrine.

@ Booking Information

Meeting Point:
Shugakuin Jidokan
26 Ichijoji Toromotocho, Sakyo Ward, Kyoto, 606-8142

Google Maps Link
The matrtial arts hall is located next to the children’s center. Parking is available.



https://g.co/kgs/w5SKogE

e Drop-Off Point:
Hachidai Shrine
1 Ichijoji Matsubaracho, Sakyo Ward, Kyoto, 606-8156

Google Maps Link
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e How to Book:
To reserve a spot, please contact us via email at:
info@samurai-kenbu.jp
e Cancellation Policy:
8 or more days before the tour: No charge
7-3 days before the tour: 30% charge
2—1 day(s) before the tour: 50% charge
On the day of the tour: 100% charge

@ Contact Information

e Samurai Kenbu Theater (Ginbu.Co.)
Address: GOZAN B1F, 35-7, Sanchome, Higashiyama-ku, Kyoto

TEL: +81-(0)75-751-2033
E-mail: Kyoto@samurai-kenbu.jp


https://maps.app.goo.gl/ebyJUzy3DpjeX6sN8
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